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BACKGROUND 

Zodiac was established in 1980 on the 10th August. The school was 

initially referred to as School Number 11 and occupied the premises of the 

current MC Kharbhai School for the Deaf. It was managed by the then 

acting Principal Mr D Cheerbur. The total enrolment was 107 learners. 
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New school facade 

                                          



DEVELOPMENT OF EXT 9 

Through the enforcement of apartheid’s Group Areas act, many Indian 

citizens were forced to relocate to Extension 9 from Vrededorp, popularly 

known as Fietas. They moved into Extension 9 rapidly and in large 

numbers. The community pressurised the apartheid government to 

provide education for their children. The result was the establishment of 

the current school building completed in 1981. In April of 1982, the school 

was relocated from MC Kharbhai to Scorpio Drive in Extension 9. Mr A.S 

Munshi officially became the principal. The school enrolment increased to 

279 learners with a staff roll of 9 educators. In August 1982 at a general 

meeting of parents, the name Zodiac Primary School was officially 

adopted. The name coincided with the astrological street names in the 

area. Mr O. Allie, together with his team in the Parents Teacher 

Association, played a pivotal role in getting things off the ground. 

 

PRINCIPALS AND TEACHERS 

Over the 44 years the school was managed by several principals, some 

in acting positions and others in permanent positions. Mr D Cheerbur, Mr 

AS Munshi, Mrs M Pukubye, Mr M Jivan, Mr A Baba, Mr JB Badal, Mr RV 

Masher and Mr S Singh have served in these capacities. The longest 

serving educators at Zodiac are Miss J Ismail (33 years and now retired)., 

Miss L. Sooka and Mr A. Lalloo (both 36 years and currently still at the 

institution.) Key roles were played by Messrs JB Badal, BG Ranchod, A 

Lalloo, AS Salijee and K Lalla in steering the ship at crucial times.  

 



 

   Mr M Jivan         Mr AS Munshi        Mr Allie        

                  Acting Principal    First Principal    First PTA chairperson           

 

Mr D Cheebur (acting) 1980 

Mr AS Munshi 1981 to 1991 

Mr Baba (acting) 1992 

Mr RV Masher 1993 to 2007 

Mrs M Phukubye (acting) 2008 to 2010 

Mr S Singh 2010 to current 

 

SCHOOL COLOURS 

The school colours are reflected in the logo and the original uniform was 

black, white and yellow initially. Around 2005 the colours were changed to 

blue, red and white. The motto Reach for the Stars, has been a constant 

feature. 

                     

fgggSchool logo and motto                             Small class of 27 learners in 1990 



Covid 19 PANDEMIC 

In 2020 the COVID 19 pandemic created havoc around the world. Schools 

also faced turmoil. New timetables were drawn up to allow 50% of learners 

to attend school on alternate days. The curriculum was modified to adjust 

to this unique situation. Personal protective equipment was sourced 

through sponsors and the GDE. Managing learners was challenging. After 

Equal Education won a case against the department of education to keep 

nutrition programs open during the lockdown, the school had to make daily 

contingency plans to allow one grade per day to collect food hampers. 

Sadly the school lost one educator, Madam Busi who succumbed to the 

virus.   

HUB OF COMMUNITY 

Business people, residents and private individuals contributed greatly to 

the finance offers of the school. These financial resources were put to 

excellent use. The school developed a sports field, catering for soccer and 

cricket, grandstands, a multi- purpose court in partnership with Crescents, 

a library and a school bus in a relatively short period of time. The school 

played host to annual sports tournaments spanning entire weekends. An 

annual Big Walk was held for the community from 1989 to 1992. 

                         

FORMATION OF THEMBELIHLE SETTLEMENT 

Around 1989 African residents, moved into Lenasia, in the Thembelihle 

settlement adjacent to the school.  The settlement arose because people 

came to seek employment in the Lenasia business district. Residing in the 

settlement offered close proximity to businesses. Zodiac, like many other 

schools in Lenasia, joined the “opens schools” campaign. The campaign 

promoted the enrolment of African learners into schools governed by the 

House of Delegates, an apartheid created Indian educational department. 



The population of the school gradually transformed as learners of all races 

were accepted into the school over time, staff and general assistant 

population also transformed. Through visionary leadership at the time, the 

school kept pace with the broader transformation in the country despite 

serious challenges.      

                                                                       

POST 1994 

In the first democratic elections on 27 April 1994, the school was utilised 

as a voting station. Staff members manned the station after intensive 

training. After 1994 the roll of the school increased to close to 1300. 

Around 2012, under GDE pressure, an extra class was added to each 

grade, Class sizes were increased to 42. Sadly, the infrastructure, 

including ablution and water facilities, furniture, walkways etc. did not 

meet the challenges of the day. The school has through its own initiative 

repaired and maintained the institution. A palisade fence was put up, a 

modern library and a hall erected. Currently the school with the assistance 

of the Gauteng Department of Education’s nutrition programme and its 

own resources feeds 1100  learners daily. Learners from severely poverty-

stricken backgrounds are dependent on this programme to function 

effectively at school. Recently with the assistance of Earth life vegetable 

garden has been set up. 



 

Vegetable garden with assistance from Earth Life 

 

 



   

New library donated by Merchants of Light 

 

ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE SCHOOL 

Over the 45 years the school has achieved much success in the various 

sporting codes offered by the Lenasia School Sports Association. Some 

have gone on to district and even provincial representation. At annual 

competitions held under the auspices of the English Teachers Society 

such as the book quiz, newspaper quiz and speech contests, the school 

constantly features at the top of the list. Accolades have been received by 

learners in Maths, NST and Social Sciences Olympiads. Learners have 

also brought honour in the subject areas of EMS, Art and Culture and 

Technology. Zodiac are the Champions in athletics for the past three 

years. They are also defending Champions in cross country. The school 

has excelled in mini- cricket and are part of the Gauteng cricket 

development project. Zodiac has produced Spell- Bee winners at district 

level and have produced Math challenge champions. These 

achievements are remarkable, in both academics and extra- curricular 

activities, since English is not the learner’s first language and facilities for 

sport are non- existent or inadequate. Despite these challenges several 



learners have since gone onto great professional careers in legal, medical 

and public services. 

 

 

 

Teachers and learners receiving Transvaal Colours 

 



 

Peace project in tumulous period of 1993    

 

        

             

Thabang Mathebula (High Jumps) and 
Mzimkulu flanked by educators  BG 
Ranchod and A Lalloo. Learners made 
the Gauteng provincial squad. 

Book quiz winners in 2011 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Newspaper Quiz 2024 

 

 



 

 

        Book Quiz winners 



 

Art of Living donating beanies, gloves and scarves to learners 

 

 

During the height of HIV and AIDS around 2000 Hadiya Kapery authored two 
books on the topic. Mzimkulu Msimango illustrated the book. Both books were sold 

at R1 a copy at every primary school in Lenasia. Profits to the tune of R25000 was 
made and handed over to Cotlands Orphanage in Rosettenville to purchase ARV’s 

for HIV AIDS patients. 
 



PARTNERSHIPS 

Over the last decade Bankserv South Africa and Habbatul Ilm Trust have 

formed a partnership with the school. Their magnanimous efforts allowed 

the school to erect a fully-fledged kitchen and a library. They have 

provided stationery, uniforms, gloves, beanies and tablets for the learners. 

The school has, with much difficulty erected a hall in 2008. At the time an 

organisation called the Diwali Feeding Scheme greatly assisted the school 

with its financial commitments regarding the hall. 

 

School Hall built with DFS Organisation 

CURRICULUM MATTERS 

Matters regarding curriculum have been dynamic and transformative, 

notwithstanding the challenges. It began with a House of Delegates 

syllabus, moved to Outcomes Based Education (OBE) then to the Revised 

National Curriculum Statements then to curriculum assessment (CAPS). 

The school has constantly kept themselves informed and adapted to the 

changes. The biggest setback of these changes was when in 2004, the 

Education Department removed Arts, Culture, Right living, Handicraft, 

cookery, music, motor mechanics and technical drawing from the 

syllabus. This effectively destroyed learner with potential artisanal skills. 



Currently the school gets its learners population from Lehae and 

Thembhelihle. Over time, a very good relationship has been established 

with the community through the School Governing Body (SGB), Soul 

Buddies team comprising of 25 learners is elected and mentored annually 

to assist with learner welfare This project aims to inculcate good values 

and leadership in learners. 

 

     

Learners busy with technical drawing.    Mr S. Padayachee teaching music to a class. 

 

 

Madam R Bhayat teaching learners to use sewing machine. 

 



 

   

Artwork by learners                            Fully- Fledged laboratory centre 

 

CHALLENGES 

The schools biggest challenges are raising literacy levels and providing 

resources for the fourth industrial revolution. To tackle the literacy 

challenge they have an on- going programme to address this concern. 

Technical resources such as smart boards requires vast financial 

resources and remains problematic.  

 

CONCLUSION 

There is sufficient evidence that Zodiac Primary is on stable ground. 

Education, in its nature is dynamic and in a constant state of flux. They 

aim to adapt, innovate and find creative ways to meet the challenges of 

the next decade. Training and empowering educators to meet societal as 

well as the countries needs will be part of the vision. 

 



STAFF PHOTOS 

 

 

 

 



 

 


